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Gets pretty busy in the kitchen, but  
Christopher’s well & truly up to the task!!

SO, WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE SHED?

The Committee had their meeting on Thursday 19th September, 
so check out the minutes to see what’s been happening.

2019 PROGRAM - GET YOUR DIARY OUT

Dates to be worked out. Reminder that chef Christopher has 
once again offered to take some cooking classes for those 
interested. 
You just need to tell him what you’d like to learn. Please talk to 
Christopher or Alan T. 

Yet more dates to be worked out!! We promised to build and 
enter a Christmas float this year 

Month of September. Bring in donations of shoes (new or slightly 
used), for the"Shoes for the Homeless on the South Coast 
Program” . 
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ON THE MENU

Christopher tells me he’s preparing a meal this Friday of:


	 Baked fish under herb crust

	 Selected salads (Christopher will select them!!). Just $7


Big thank you to Craig and his team for last Friday’s delicious 
meal of Salmon mushroom pasta

VICTOR HARBOR MEN’S SHED 
WORKING SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
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October. Alan T will arrange a Foot 
Health Talk as part of his Social Activities 
Program. 

October 11th. Slide show talk by Ron 
Ritter on mental health (Mental Health 
Day is 10th October). 
 

Family holiday - transport - no problem

PROFILE FOR DARRYL KEANE– MY LIFE STORY 

Born on 2nd December 1950 in Gilbert Street, Adelaide and lived in 
the Croydon area for best part of my younger years. I attended 
Brompton Junior and Primary schools (Great Student!) Followed by 
Croydon Technical High School where my priorities became more 
female orientated than academic. At the start of second year, my 
father had a major stroke and this gave me the perfect excuse to 
leave school “due to hardship” and start working and contributing to 
the household income.  

My working life began at 15 years of age when I 
worked with a Caravan Builder, supporting the trades’ people. This lasted 
for about six months before I started a five year apprenticeship with T.H. 
Brown and Sons located at Hilton. Here I had the choice of two trades, 
Furniture Upholsterer or Wood Machinist. As I had had a love for 
woodwork since a “wee lad” I choose the latter. I attended Marleston 
Technical College one night a week and one full day per fortnight. This 
continued for the first three years and included 

•Practical and Theory - Technical Drawing - Mathematics 

In my fourth and fifth years I studied Woodturning and Machine Cutter 
Development. 

I was married at the ripe old age of seventeen after obtaining court 
permission from Judge Murdock of the Port Adelaide Court House (due 
to being under age) 

I now have three beautiful daughters, 6 Grand Children and two Great 
grandchildren. 

After completing my apprenticeship at the age of 20, I left the trade to drive private buses 
for Bowmans Bus Service at St. Agnes (more money). 

In 1974 the then Minister for Transport “The Hon. Geoffrey Thomas Virgo” decided to buy 
out all of the private bus companies and integrate them with the Municipal Tramways Trust 
(MTT) becoming the State Transport Authority (STA). I continued with STA and worked my 
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Was this one of 
yours, Darryl?!!
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way up through the ranks from Bus Driver to Inspector and then eventually Senior 
Inspector.  

During this time my marriage failed with my three girls staying with me. Life was somewhat 
hectic to say the least with three growing girls and shift work but we got through it fairly 
well un-scathed. In 1986 I met Lynne at the Redlegs Football club and though it took us 
both four years to make the move, we married in December 1990. I then had a step 
daughter added to my clan. 

I left the STA in 1993 and Lynne and I started our own business, small furniture 
manufacture in McGowan Street at Pooraka. We produced items such as book shelves, 
tables and chairs, CD racks and many small household items such as mug trees. We 
employed three apprentices and two trade’s people. We had a distributor and supplied 
Myers and Whitehouse furniture. We also ran a shop at Grand Junction Market and sold our 
products at the Craft Fairs at Wayville Showgrounds. We became so busy that Lynne and I 
were eventually working alternative shift and hardly ever seeing each other. We then 
decided that this was not good and so decided that it was time for another change. 

After selling our business we went on a very well deserved overseas holiday. This included 
visiting Dudley in the West Midlands of England where Lynne was born and meeting her 
friends and family (Lynne couldn’t wait to show off her very good looking husband) at least 
that is what Lynne said they were saying, I couldn’t understand a word they said...... 

After leaving Heathrow airport we flew to Bali and had eight days there before returning to 
Adelaide and looking for new employment. Lynne found a new job in under a week. She 
became Office Administer for Adelaide Business Bureaux and stayed there until her 
retirement in 2013. I went back to bus driving as I wanted a break from the Woodworking 
Industry. After a very short time I applied and was accepted as Bus/Train Controller in the 
Operations Control Centre. I held this position for about seven years when management 
approached me and asked if I would be interested in developing training modules and then 
delivering these programs to on-board training staff. I decided that it was time to further 
my education and went back to school (University). This involved much study and hard 
work but resulted in achieving a Diploma in Training and Assessment another in Project 
Management and yet another in Occupational Health and Safety.  After two years I was 
appointed Manager of a brand new area, “Learning and Development” division. I designed 
the Training and Development area at Mile End. During my time in this position Trans 
Adelaide (as it now was called) were upgrading their Tram Fleet. Trams were ordered from 
Germany. I was assigned to travel to Germany in July 2005 to see firsthand the new trams 
and equip myself with information I would need to pass on to our students on my return. I 
actually drove a tram through the City of Frankfurt. On my return to Adelaide I continued 
in this position until leaving to pursue my own business assessing trainees.  

I did this from our own home. I was assessing “Prior Learning” 
for many students via mail, phone and email. This was done 
under the auspices of a training assessment company in Hutt 
Street Adelaide and then later another in Queensland. I was 
contacted by Kangan University in Victoria who asked me to 
travel to Durban in South Africa in 2011 and then Edinburgh in 
Scotland in 2012, to meet and assess the qualifications of job 
applicants wishing to relocate in Australia. This was a very 
exciting part of my journey. Opening my eyes to the hardships 
and different ways of life in these countries. However it was a 
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huge responsibility, one which I took very very seriously. I was then contacted by another 
assessment company in Adelaide City and began a training position with them.In 2013 
Lynne retired (due to ill health) and we moved to Encounter Bay, following my brother Gary 
and his wife. Travelling to Adelaide each day was a bit of a bind but I loved the work and 
had a brand new “Red” car which made the commute more enjoyable.  Lynne’s condition 
worsened to the point that she needed a carer and so I resumed working from our home in 
Rosetta Village until my own retirement. This is when I found myself at a bit of a loss and 
joined the Men’s Shed at the Encounter Centre on Fridays. Plans were afoot for building 
the new shed in Martha Close. My journey here was obviously meant to be as I became 
more and more involved with the operations and running of the Shed. Leading me to meet, 
work and drink with “The Boys” Shoulder to Shoulder. Life’s good... A good Wife, two 
beautiful dogs and good mates, who could ask for more? 

Bill brings the child home from kindergarten and asks his wife, "He’s been crying the whole way 
home. Is he sick or something?" 

"No," replies the wife, "he was just trying to tell you he isn’t our Franki

Thanks Darryl for a fascinating life story & the amazing range of skills & experience you 
bring to the Shed!! 
And thanks Lynne for your creative & skilful contributions (card making & computing stuff) 
for the Shed
 

Cheers, John
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