
21 Days  

Prayer for Adare 

Prayer, Reflection, Discernment, Growth 



Thank you for helping Adare Uniting Church seek God’s wisdom for our future. 

We are all part of Adare and seeking God’s will for her as a way forward. We hope 

that this 21 days will be a time of deep personal reflection and listening to God 

and that out of your reflection and discernment we will hear God speaking to us. 

God’s got a plan, we cant really see it but we are looking for guidance and some 

direction as to where God is leading us and what his plan is. God uses every one 

and often unexpected voices, if we take time to be still and wait on him, he will 

lead us. 

 

We are not really seeking answers to questions...it is more that we are trying to 

hear what you think God is saying to us, telling you, that we might hear. 

 

We want to build on the meeting we had on the 15th June, where people shared 

safely and Adare wants to be a safe place for people to discern and say what they 

have discerned that may add to the direction we take. 

 

God works through all of us—each of us is really special and we want to hear 

God’s word for you and have it passed onto us a leaders before we begin the 

process of seeking a new minister. 

 

As we pray together over the next 21 days, may we be prepared to be still, to lis-

ten and wait on God? We may be surprised what we hear; we may not hear any-

thing at all. Any one of us may hear a word that is surprising but do not be afraid. 

Our obedience and faithfulness in praying need only be small, we may not really 

understand what we are doing, and yet our obedience and action will be hon-

oured by God in his faithfulness to us  

 



Introduction Week one 

Here is a simple Bible Reading tool that any one can use. It is 

called SOAP 

S: Scripture—what part of scripture stood out or ‘spoke’ to you 

today? 

O: Observation—what did you observe, reflect, what did the  

Scripture say to you, or make you think about? 

A: Application—how might you apply this observation to your 

life today? 

P: Prayer—write a prayer about your reflection today 

May you feel blessed as the Holy Spirit leads 

you in your daily reflection. 

If it helps, use Soap to help you reflect over the next three weeks, but pay 

attention to the reflections included in each day, and include God’s wisdom 

for Adare in your prayers each day. 

 



Week 1: Sunday 15th 

Show me your ways , O LORD, 

 teach me your paths; 

Guide me in your truth and teach me 

 for you are  God my Saviour, 

 and my hope is in you all day long.  Psalm 25: 4-5 

 

This first week is a  week of personal reflection, where we will reflect on our    

actual faith in Jesus and God’s control of our lives.  

We will also reflect on how our faith fits in and affects our life in every part of 

who we are, including at Adare. 

 

Each one of us has a relationship with God, however you create and build that 

relationship is fine, we are simply asking that during the time you spend with God 

to be specific and reflect in a way that opens your heart and soul to listening and 

hearing God in an intentional way over the next three weeks. 

Saturday 4th August 

Read and reflect on Luke 12: 22-34: Do not be afraid little flock  

 

What do you treasure about your relationship with God? How does this influence 

what you treasure about Adare? What do you treasure about Adare? 

 

These verses reassure us that God is with us and will tend, care and look after us. 



Friday 3rd August 

Read and reflect on 1 Corinthians 12: 12-29 One body –Unity in Diversity 

 

As a community we need to be mindful that each gift is different and expressed 

differently. Adare would not function if we were all feet or eyes. We also need 

to be mindful that no gift is more important than any other—we need every 

gift and every expression of each gift if we are to function fully and wholly as 

God’s church for his Kingdom. 

As you reflect on the passage from 1 Corinthians how do you express your  

talents and gifts within Adare? 

Have you ever been surprised at the skills and talents of people within our 

church family? 

How can we ensure that every person feels valued and is able to flourish? 

 

 

Week 1:Monday 16th 

Read Luke 7:36-50. The story of the woman who anointed Jesus with oil and her 

hair. 

 

Reflect on the story: Jesus said the Woman  had been forgiven much , so she had 

shown Jesus much love. Can you remember when you received Jesus               

forgiveness,  how did that make you feel? 

How do you receive forgiveness in your everyday life?  

Do you feel the grace of  Jesus and love of Jesus as you live daily? 



 Week 1:Tuesday 17th July 

Read the story of Luke 7: 36-50 again,  

This time reflect on all of the people in the story: Jesus, Simon, the Woman and 

the people present. Who do you identify with? Why?  

Who is it difficult to identify with ? Why?  

What bothers you about the story, what delights you about the story?  

Thursday 2nd August 

Read and reflect on 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 

Spiritual Gifts are vital for any of us to function in our lives and also in our  communities. 

There are three levels of Spiritual gifts: 

 The talents we are born with: we all have things we are good at naturally, these 

remain useful throughout our whole lives, sometimes they help us decide our ca-

reer path, or the things we do to relax and remain healthy. 

 The skills we develop through training and work etc. As we go through school and 

work life, or bringing up families, we discover talents and things we are good at. 

Our apprenticeship or university skills help to develop and grow us and widen the 

things we are able to do. We learn skills when we are asked to become the secre-

tary for a school or church committee.  

 The spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit bestows upon each of us to be enable the 

kingdom of God to grow and flourish. When we accept Jesus as our Saviour the 

Holy Spirit gives us each at least one gift. This gift is given to help God fulfil the 

plans for God’s Kingdom both in our church, Adare, and in our community. Every-

one has a gift, some have more than one. Occasionally they change depending on 

the circumstances and need at the time. 

 Sometimes different people may have the same gift...but each person will express 

their gift in a unique and different way, which makes the gifts slightly different. 

Have you ever reflected on Spiritual gifts in the way they have been expressed above? 

What are the talents you were born with? What are the skills that you learned, which have 

helped you flourish and become more whole?  

Do you know what your Spiritual Gifts are? Have they changed or developed over the 

years? 

 



Wednesday 1st August 

Ephesians 3: 14-21 Blessing. Read the paraphrase of this blessing as written   

below 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven 

and earth derives its name. I pray out of his glorious riches that he may 

strengthen Adare with power through his Spirit in Adare’s inner being, so that 

Christ may dwell in  Adare’s hearts through faith. And I pray that Adare, being 

rooted and grounded in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to 

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 

this love that surpasses knowledge—that Adare may be filled to the measure of 

all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 

we ask or imagine, according to hi s power at work within us, to him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever. 

Amen      Ephesians 3: 14-21 (paraphrase) 

 

Paul wrote this blessing to the people of the community in Ephesus. As you read 

this passage paraphrased specifically for Adare  how does it make you feel? As 

you realise that we are able to receive this blessing and that God wants us to 

know his purpose for us what do you think? What do you feel? How can         

recognising that we are loved this dearly help us as a community to listen for 

and follow God’s purpose for us? 

Week 1: Wednesday 18th July 

Read Luke 5: 4-11. Reflect on the story of Simon, and his recognition of the grace 

that he had received. 

Can you think of other stories  where people were in awe of the grace, healing 

forgiveness they received from Jesus? (Parable of the Hidden Treasure and Pearl 

Matt 13: 44-46; The Ten Lepers Luke 17: 11-17; The Woman at the Well John 4) 

How do these stories make you feel? Have you ever felt that you have received 

such grace from Jesus  



Week 1: Thursday 19th July 

Read Luke 5: 4-11 again 

 

Has Jesus moved you so much that you have felt like you need to stop every-

thing to follow him? 

What do you feel when you read about other people who have done this? 

 

 

 

Week 3: Tuesday 31st July 

Read and reflect on Luke 19: 11-26 

We have to  recognise our strengths to build on them. When we recognise our 

strengths God will give us even more. 

Reflect on and acknowledge our strengths as God’s family Adare. Actually write 

down what you see are our strengths, (please purposely focus only on our 

strengths). Write a prayer or a note of thanks to God honouring God for the 

strengths we have. Express your thanks out loud  in prayer. 

 



 Week 3: Monday 30th July 

Read and reflect on Romans 11: 33 –35 and Psalm 27: 7-8 

Even though God’s wisdom and knowledge is impossible for us to understand; 

he still wants us to come and ask him to give us knowledge of what he wants us 

to do in  this process. 

Use these passages to reflect and express our humility when we compare our 

wisdom with God’s wisdom and acknowledge as you reflect that we want to 

carry out God’s plan 

Week 1: Friday 20th July 

Read and reflect on Psalm 46 focussing especially on verse 10. 

Remember that we are seeking as a church to take time out and set our hearts 

on God, being still and sitting with him. 

We all take time out differently, some every day with a set apart devotion 

time either morning or night. Others take time out every couple of days, some 

once a week. It is important to know we are not expecting you to do more, we 

are simply acknowledging that God honours any time we spend in stillness or 

quiet with god together and we are asking you for a few days to be specific 

about your prayer and to believe that god may speak through you. Bless you 

all. 



Week 1: Saturday 11th  

Clinging to faith and hope 

Mark 9:21-24 

Reflect on this cried out need from this boy’s father. What makes you struggle to 

believe? What causes you to  question and struggle? 

As your faith has grown over the years , how does struggling and questioning 

make you feel in your relationship with God? 

How do we  use the tiniest piece of faith to build on our relationship with God? 

How do we use the tiniest piece of faith  to build our relationships with others? 

Week 3: Sunday 29th July 

Read and reflect again on Psalm 25: 4-5 and Isaiah 6: 8-10 

Show me your ways , O LORD, 

 teach me your paths; 

Guide me in your truth and teach me 

 for you are  God my Saviour, 

 and my hope is in you all day long.  Psalm 25: 4-5 

Jesus came and wants to speak to open eyes and open hearts that are willing to 

receive the good news about life in Him. 

As we open ourselves in this third week to hearing what God may be saying 

through us for Adare, what can you do this week to open your heart deeper to 

hear God’s word for you? What would you think if you felt or discerned a word 

from God? What would help you feel safe enough to share the message with the 

leadership of our church? 



Introduction: Week 3 

This last week we are listening expectantly to God, Adare wants to follow and 

remain on God’s path and in God’s plans for her. We want you to build on the 

first week’s personal reflection and the second week’s community reflection and 

feel open to hear the still small voice of the Spirit.  

We would simply like people to pray, open ourselves to God’s prompting and 

guiding, perhaps as we dare to share what we have felt and heard we may      

discover a theme in God’s words to us. 

We are waiting on God’s wisdom , seeking guidance in areas of spiritual concern, 

waiting on God and not making decisions in our own right. 

We are all part of God’s Kingdom and all part of Adare. We are seeking God’s 

will together. We are not seeking answers to questions more a discernment 

about what you think God is telling you as you reflect 

It might not make any sense to you at the time, but it has to be heard as  it can 

build us together. To you it may sound like gobbledegook but together with the 

other messages and feelings they build a story from God. 

This could be about what we are hearing in our hearts rather than our minds, 

not so much about answering questions but about waiting and reflecting on 

God. 

 

 



Living out our faith in ordinary ways in our community  

We are not expecting a huge amount, or totally amazing words, all we are asking 

and hoping to build on is each of us using whatever small amount of faith we 

think or feel we have. God is faithful to the smallest amount of faith we use, we 

simply have to use it. Every one can hear and pray, no one of us is more special 

than another. 

 

We don’t know in each encounter that our little talk and how are little act of faith 

may make a difference to that person later. God takes the little bit that we are 

unafraid  to speak into and uses it to grow on the person we have encountered in 

their own journey. We may never encounter that person again, we may never see 

the impact of our courage in that persons life, yet God will in his faithfulness grow 

our seed in that person’s life 

 

 



Week 2: Sunday 12th July 

Show me your ways , O LORD, 

 teach me your paths; 

Guide me in your truth and teach me 

 for you are  God my Saviour, 

 and my hope is in you all day long.  Psalm 25: 4-5 

Use this focus Psalm again to reflect on what it is like to take time out with our 

Saviour. If you wish read and reflect on the verses 4 through 10. 

 

This week we in our reflections we are building on how our personal faith im-

pacts our daily lives in our community. 

We want to ponder on how we see God working in the world today’s world and 

our community. We are noticing the ‘big picture’ of faith in the world and then 

somehow we reflect and draw this down and try to recognise the needs in our 

community, and try to work out what we can do in and with our personal faith in 

our communities. 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 2: Monday 23rd July 

Parable of Mustard Seed 

Two days ago we reflected on the Father who asked Jesus to help our unbelief 

Today we have read about faith as small  as mustard seed grows into a tree for 

birds of the air. 

 

How do we  use the tiniest piece of faith to build on our relationship with God? 

How do we use the tiniest piece of faith  to build our relationships with others? 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 2: Saturday 28th July 

Read and reflect on Luke 13:6-9. This parable about the fig tree is quite blunt, 

but a useful metaphor for being good stewards with our faithfulness and gifts. 

It is a question we need to ask—we can push and follow up for years and years 

and have a negative result getting everyone worn out, or we can be mature 

and realistic. We can give time to an outreach or activity and realistically     

decide after an amount of time that it is not working and we can then decide to 

use our time and effort on more worthwhile things. 

How do we decide what is effective or not? Where does assessing the spiritual 

effect of an activity come into it? How do we measure spiritual growth? 

How do we build and fertilise what we have to do? 

How do we practice good boundaries and focus our efforts  into what is fruitful 

and how do we know when to pull out the tree? 

How do we as people and as a church become more comfortable asking these 

difficult questions? 

 

 

 



Week 2: Friday 27th July 

Read John 15 : 1-9  Jesus the true vine 

How  does this image of being a branch grafted into God compare to your own 

relationship with God? 

How do you fertilise and nurture yourself? What sort of things do you do to 

fertilise and nurture your relationship with God? Your relationship with others?  

Being part of God’s vine roots us down, to live our faith in community and then 

when we are on the bus, or at the school gate, or at Probus or Rotary etc. to be 

less frightened to say the thing God has put on our heart to say even though 

we may be saying it to a stranger. The tiniest bit of faith we use...we will never 

know how God takes and uses it and grows it to flourish in another person's 

life. 

Week 2: Tuesday 24th July 

Read and reflect on Matthew 5: 1-12 

What do you notice about the values Jesus has when you compare them to the 

values our world seems to hold high? How does this make you feel? 

How does this passage help you remain focussed on God’s kingdom and keep 

you focused on what we are called to be as disciples? 



Week 2: Wednesday 25th July 

Read and reflect on Matthew 5: 1-12 again 

If you heard somebody say, “I’m so blessed,” but didn’t know any other informa-
tion, what would you assume they had recently experienced? 

How have you experienced non-Christians using parts of the Sermon on the 
Mount to evaluate the authenticity of Christians? 

The Beatitudes run counter to what we’d typically think. Which of these contrasts 

most bothers you? Why? Which contrast makes the most sense to youWhy? 

 

 

Week 2: Thursday 26th July 

Read Matthew 5: 13-16: Use the information below to help you reflect 

In the first century salt was essential to survival. It kept things from going bad. It 

was a preservative, it added taste, cleaned wounds and promoted healing. It was 

also used extensively in metallurgy, particularly in the refining of gold. 

So high was its value, Roman soldiers were often paid a salarium, an allowance of 

salt as their wage. From the word ‘salarium’ we get the English word salary. So 

when Jesus said, ‘You are the salt of the earth’ he was referring to something    

vitally important and essential for everyone. 

Jesus also said, ‘You are the light of the world.’ Nothing grows, flourishes or            

survives without light. Just as Jesus is ‘the Light of the World’, with His Spirit in us, 

we are also lights to our family, friends and community. We should be prepared to 

bring spiritual light into the dark corners around us by living a life that is pleasing 

to God. 

Jesus makes clear that being ‘salt and light’ is not just the occasional action, but 

that our whole lifestyle should demonstrates obedience and make us different 

from others. 

What do you think Jesus meant about salt losing its flavour? How is it possible to 
become ‘unsalty’? What are some of the ways that we sometimes hide our light?  
If we are living as ‘salt and light’, what impact should we be having in our        
community and church as 1) salt and 2) light? 
What things could we do to have more impact on our community and church as  
1) salt and 2) light? 

 

 


